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2 In that day shall the branch of the Lord be beautiful and glorious; the fruit of the earth excellent 

and comely to them that are escaped of Israel. 

2 Nephi 14:2. In That Day 

In Hebrew the term branch often symbolized the Messiah (see Jeremiah 23:5–6). It can also refer 

to righteous groups of the house of Israel who have been cleansed and redeemed (see Isaiah 

60:21; 2 Nephi 3:5; 10:1; Jacob 2:25). 

“Escaped of Israel” (2 Nephi 14:2) refers to members of the house of Israel who, through 

personal righteousness, escaped the judgments that came upon the wicked. 

3 And it shall come to pass, they that are left in Zion and remain in Jerusalem shall be called 

holy, every one that is written among the living in Jerusalem— 

The footnote for the scripture takes you to Matthew 13:41-43.  

41 The Son of man shall send forth his angels, and they shall gather out of his kingdom all things 

that offend, and them which do iniquity; 

42 And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. 

43 Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Who hath ears 

to hear, let him hear. 

This is how the wicked are weeded out, also known as the wheat and the tares. Joseph Smith 

described how the righteous will be gathered at this time. “We Cannot be Perfect Without Our 

Dead- The Kingdom of Heaven is like a grain of mustard seed. The mustard seed is small, but 

brings forth a large tree, and the fowls lodge in the branches. The fowls are the angels. Thus 

angels come down, combine together to gather their children, and gather them. We cannot be 

made perfect without them, nor they without us; when these things are done, the Son of Man will 

descend, the Ancient of Days sit; we may come to an innumerable company of angels, have 

communion with and receive instruction from them.” (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, p. 

159) 

4 When the Lord shall have washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion, and shall have 

purged the blood of Jerusalem from the midst thereof by the spirit of judgment and by the spirit 

of burning. 

(13-25) Isaiah 4:4. “Washed … Purged … Burning” 

This passage describes the purification of Zion in preparation for the establishment of God’s 

kingdom in the last days (see also Isaiah 4:4a). Through chastisement and various judgments, 



Israel will finally be purged of wickedness and turn back to God (compare Isaiah 5:16; Zechariah 

13:9; Helaman 12:1–3). 

This “purification of Zion” is also described in Malachi 3:2-3: 

2 But who may abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand when he appeareth? for he is 

like a refiner’s fire, and like fullers’ soap: 

3 And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and 

purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness. 

and 3 Nephi 24:2-3: 

2 But who may abide the day of his coming, and who shall stand when he appeareth? For he is 

like a refiner’s fire, and like fuller’s soap. 

3 And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; and he shall purify the sons of Levi, and 

purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the Lord an offering in righteousness. 

In order to understand what is happening in these verses, you need to first understand what 

Joseph Smith taught, “We consider that God has created man with a mind capable of instruction, 

and a faculty which may be enlarged in proportion to the heed and diligence given to the light 

communicated from heaven to the intellect; and that the nearer man approaches perfection, the 

clearer are his views, and the greater his enjoyments, till he has overcome the evils of his life and 

lost every desire for sin and like the ancients, arrives at that point of faith where is his wrapped in 

the power and glory of his Maker and is caught up to dwell with Him…There are two 

Comforters spoken of. One is the Holy Ghost, the same as given on the day of Pentecost, and 

that all Saints receive after faith, repentance, and baptism. This first Comforter or Holy Ghost 

has no other effect than pure intelligence. It is more powerful in expanding the mind, 

enlightening the understanding, and storing the intellect with present knowledge, of a man who is 

of the literal seed of Abraham, than one that is a Gentile, though it may not have half as much 

visible effect upon the body; for as the Holy Ghost falls upon one of the literal seed of Abraham, 

it is calm and serene; and his whole soul and body are only exercised by the pure spirit of 

intelligence; while the effect of the Holy Ghost upon a Gentile, is to purge out the old blood, and 

make him actually of the seed of Abraham. That man that has none of the blood of Abraham 

(naturally) must have a new creation by the Holy Ghost. In such a case, there may be more of a 

powerful effect upon the body, and visible to the eye, than upon an Israelite, while the Israelite at 

first might be far before the Gentile in pure intelligence. (Teachings of the Prophet Joseph Smith, 

p. 51, 149-150) 

5 And the Lord will create upon every dwelling-place of mount Zion, and upon her assemblies, a 

cloud and smoke by day and the shining of a flaming fire by night; for upon all the glory of Zion 

shall be a defence. 

6 And there shall be a tabernacle for a shadow in the daytime from the heat, and for a place of 

refuge, and a covert from storm and from rain. 

(13-26) Isaiah 4:5–6. Zion to Be a Place of Refuge 



In Doctrine and Covenants 45:66–72, the sacred and protected status of “Zion” for the gathered 

Israel in the latter days is described. Doctrine and Covenants 105:31–32 speaks of how the glory 

of Zion shall be her defense. Isaiah compared the protecting divine influence with that 

experienced by Moses (see Exodus 14:19–20; Deuteronomy 1:33). Elder Orson Pratt suggested 

that the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy would be literal: 

“The time is to come when God will meet with all the congregation of his Saints, and to show his 

approval, and that he does love them, he will work a miracle by covering them in the cloud of his 

glory. I do not mean something that is invisible, but I mean that same order of things which once 

existed on the earth so far as the tabernacle of Moses was concerned, which was carried in the 

midst of the children of Israel as they journeyed in the wilderness. … But in the latter days there 

will be people so pure in Mount Zion, with a house established upon the tops of the mountains, 

that God will manifest himself, not only in their Temple and upon all their assemblies, with a 

visible cloud during the day, but when the night shall come, if they shall be assembled for 

worship, God will meet with them by his pillar of fire; and when they retire to their habitations, 

behold each habitation will be lighted up by the glory of God,—a pillar of flaming fire by night. 

“Did you ever hear of any city that was thus favored and blessed since the day that Isaiah 

delivered this prophecy? No, it is a latter-day work, one that God must consummate in the latter 

times when he begins to reveal himself, and show forth his power among the nations.” (In 

Journal of Discourses, 16:82.) 


